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to the Public, for the honor they have conferred 
upon him, by their encouraging the publication 
of his Numbers; and begs leave to acquaint his 
Readers, that he has a Manuſeript of the memorable 


cluding ſundry Remarks during his reſidence in 


Publication by ſubſcribing towards the expence at- 
tending it; the Author will complete the work in 


leribers Monthly at Sixpence” each. Subferiptions 
are talen in by the Author at Strood, Kent. 


a+ The Author is under particular obli tend 


Oecurrences in the courſe of his Travels, in a tour 
of Nine Years in Ireland, and a viſit to Scotland, in- 


Wales ; if they ſhould be diſpoſed to encourage the 


Three Sixpenny Numbers to be delivered to Sub- 
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15 15 my former Numbers I undertook to follow my 
1 Accuſers ſtep by ſtep, in the progreſs of their Ac- 


cuſations ; and many of my readers, I know, will 


hardly excuſe me, if I diſmiſs them without a little 
more chaſtiſement for their unſufferable inſolence: 
but, oh account of my years, it may not be amiſs to 
take a little reſpite from this toil, that I may be able 
to encounter them, if any of them ſhould preſume to 
ſummon. me again to the bar of the Public. They 
expreſs a 7eſilefs diſpoſition to-involve and encounter 
with me at Law: They know I bave neither money 
nor diſpoſition to engage with them in Law; but I 
am ready, always ready, to encounter with them and 
the whole fraternity of their 7eachers, in the cauſe of 
Truth, and in the Defence of my injured Reputa- 
tion l. They have, like cowardly fools, been firing 
without an Adverfary, at an aged Strange; in the eve 
of life ; and who, at their requeſt, aſſiſted them in the 
Miniſtry, and delivered a weekly Lecture to them 
for the ſpace of ix months, without money and with- 
out price; but, on account of the very ill treatment 
I met with from them, I diſcontinued my ſeryices 
and all my connections with them. And, on the 
a2 oth of January, 1792, as a reguital for my ſervices, 
er ſummoned a company together of falſe-wit- 


neſſes, who laid things to my charge that I know not 


of; thus they triumphed without a victory. One 
would think their conſciences muſt feel an alarming 
ſhock ! bed | | 0 5 
As this Number contains the only accuſation that 
has'the appearance of truth, I will admit it, and ſtate 
the caſe to the diſcerning Public, with the precedent 
which I ſhall affign for my conduct. of * 
I have been cenſured and condemned by R. Hull 
and M. W-lks as an apoſtale and a Nicolaitan; but 
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defy them to prove their malicious accuſation. F 
ſhall-offer my thoughts on Bondage and Liberty, re- 
lative to the Law of Marriage, and ſubmit the de- 


ciſion of my conduct to abler Judges. I confeſs it 


is a delicate ſubze&, and no one can enter upon ſuch, 
a tender theme with more reluttance than my ſelf; 
but my wicked Adverſaries have drawn me to It; 


and that I may not give offence to perſons of the 


ſtricteſt modeſty, either Jew or Gentile, I defire'to 
maintain an inceſſant dependance on the unering 


wiſdom of an infallible teacher, that my thoughts may 


be influenced, and my pen directed, by that wiſdom 
which cometh from above, that I may neither pervert 
nor diſguiſe the truth by miſrepreſentation, nor diſ- 
guiſe it by an immodeſt, unchriſtian difpofition and 
. temper. ! 4 ITE 

In the beginning of the year 1754, as near as I 
can recolle&, I married a perſon of a reſpeQable fa- 
mily and fortune, without any advantage to myſelf 
nor loſs to the perſon I married; by whom I had 


two Daughters: We lived but a few years together 


ere an irreconcilable alienation of affetion took 
place in both parties, which delicacy forbids to di- 


vulge, and a ſeparation took place.—-I removed to 


London, where I taught a ſchool, and occaſionally 
aſſiſted Dr. Gifford in the Miniſtry, and other 
churches in and near London upwards of ſeven 
years. Now and then ſhe made me a viſit there, 
and, at her pleaſure, ſhe withdrew herſelf: and, to 
gratify Capt. B—w, I will ſuppoſe it was my peevi/h 


and overbearing temper might have been the cauſe of 


her departure from me; but depart ſhe did, and of 
her own choice, and ſometimes without my know- 
ledge. It is one thing for a man to put away his 
wife, and another thing for the wife to depart from 
her huſband, 


I deny their mean and pitiful declamation, and 1 
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1 was cordially received, and reſpectfully treated; 


ſtand foremoſt on the lift of fame. I owe them a 


tribute of reſpect, and I will cheerfully and grate- 
fully repay it . F-.Q IL #4 ie 


- * Such favors from them I have met, 
/.; | 'Twould be ungrateful to forget. L363 35356 
In the beginning of the year 1780, I returned to 


England; and terms of accommodation and recon. 
citation between me and my wife were propoſed and 


tried, but to no effeft; and, by her own deliberate 
choice and approbation, a final deed of ſeparation 


and Divorce was mutually concluded upon by both 


parties, and ſigned, ſealed, and delivered, in the pre- 


ſence of ſeveral witneſſes; with a bond given to me 


by. ber Truſtee of One Thouſand Pounds, duly, exe- 


cuted for the true performance of the above divorce, 


leaving each other to thein own choice, to live ſin- 


dle or to.marry, at their pleaſure : Which deed may, 


be ſeen. at my houſe, by any perſon. 
- When this buſineſs was executed, I conſidered, 


my ſelf at liberty and ſree; and, as the Laws of Men. 
are puzzling and intricate, and withall very extra- 


vagant, I charged my conſcience again and again, to 


appeal to the lau / God, to the law of my mind, and. 
to the law and to the teſtimom IL made my appeal; 


and now and then I conſulted the antient cuſtoms of 


the Jewiſh fathers in fuch caſes, and peruſed the pro- 


fane cuſtoms of ſome. of the heathen nations and their, 
etiy.gods; but my principal, reſource was to the an- 
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tient records of ſacred — which has the- noble; 


ſanction of the ſeven princes of Perfia and Media, who 


ſaw the King's face, and who, fat firſt in the king 


dom, relative to a ſimilar caſe, wben Vaſiti, the 


5 queen, refuſed to comply with the King's request: 


the King, diſguſted at her obſtinacy and diſobedi- 


ence, enquired of his wiſe men, who knew Law and 
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In the year 1770, I embarked for Ireland, where | 


and, if praiſe e due for hoſpitality, or if noble ge- 
neroſity claim any diſtinction, the people of Ireland 
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Judgement, what nomid be done to the que ft 


according to Law for ſuch infult: The refult' Wh; 


that Ne come no i6re” before' the King, and that 


anothef be ſubſtiruted® in ber roem; and it was 
Written among the Mus of thé Perfians aud the 


Medes that it be not altered; and ſome of the able 


writers think the Ahe Paul had reference to this 
affe king piece of fac fed hiſtory when he uttered the 
words, 1 Cor. ch. vii. v. 13. I the unbelieving ep 
let him depart, a brothet or . is not in bondage in 
fuck cafes Theſe paſſages of ſaered hiſtory, arte ſted 

by infpifed writers, and holy men of old, who edu 
not miſtake, was a ſufficient authority for my con- 


duct. Perhaps Mr. HI and Mr. W-lks are not 


aware that there is fuch a paſſage in Paul's writings; 
or in the book of God; but let them ſeareh the 
ſeriptures, and examine theſe paſſages with due de- 
liberation. Perhaps they will exclaim againſt the 


Apoſtle. Paul as they did againſt me, and ſay, he was 
z Nitolaitan and an Apoſtate, Poor creatures] the? 


are proud/not knowing anything, and have a deal oft 
vehemence and fire and intemperate zeal! Tk 


J appeal to the judicious and impartial reader, 
whether, if after fifteen years ſituation, and every e 
periment made to reclaim her conduct, and a Di- 


Yorce or a final ſeparation was preferred by her, he 


would not think himſelf juſtified in marrying again?? 
J was fully perſuaded in my own conſcience of the 
equity of my procedure; and I ae, related my 

the family on my 


ſituation to Mrs. Holbrook and t 
firſt viſie, and left my deeds of Divorce in her hand 
for their perufal, and for her Counſellor's opinion; 


and my marriage was judged juſtifiable and legal; 


and it was ſolemnized by a licence in St. James's“ 


church in the city of Briſtol; and, if it had been 1. 
legal, I was on the ſpot to anſwer the conſequence. 


Why then ſhould theſe things trouble Capt. Bu-n's 
mind, about events which took place more than ten 


years 
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years ago, and the perſon I then married has lain in 


her ſilent grave near hve years? | 


Thus the diſcerning reader may perceive I have 


borrowed a precedent for the regulation of my con- 
duct in my Second Marriage, from the antient ſcrip- 


tures; which precedent is recorded in the unchanging 


laws of the Perſians and Medes; and the Apoſtle 


tells us, whatever was written afbre-time, either by 


Solomon or any other profit, was written for our 
Learning and Imitation; and, if the ſubject of our 
preſent. enquiry is taken notice of by the writers of 
the Old Teſtament, and confirmed by one of the 
ableſt writers of the New, I think I have the highe/t 
and the moſt indiſputable warrant and authority for 


my procedure; and it is my invariable belief, that 
if the Huſband and Wife wilfully and deliberately 


execute a Deed of Separation, or if the Wife of 
own choice and deſire can reſolutely execute a de 


of Separation or Divorce from her Huſband for life, 


it muſt have more weight with every diſcerning per- 


fon, than if all the Law-g:vers upon earth were to 
. fign a bill of Divorce for them, without their mutugp 


confent and hand-writing._—— And they who have, 
never heard, nor examined the ſtatutes of our na-. 
tional laws, who are furniſhed with the law of God in. 
their heart, and in their mind, it will teach them to 


regulate their conduct in ſuch cafes of conſcience, and 


it will ſerve to direct them inſtead of other helps, 


where the caſe ſeems dark and intricate; and, if a 
Brother or a Siſter is not in Bondage in ſuch caſes, 


he or ſhe mult be at liberty to marry, in my opinion. 
If any of my readers think I haye carried my 
ideas too far on this ſubject, I ſhall not be offended 
with them, nor {hall any receive a check from my 


pen on that account; I am not inclined to diſpute; 
with any on this zenet, it may be admitted or refuſed, 


men may embrace either fide of the queſtion; I 
a | a | ipeak _ } 


. 


Soak not ot by eommandment, but by permiſſion; kt I 


ery man. be perſuaded in his own mind: Nor 


ould I ever have touched upon this critical ſubjett 
Af could have avoided it. 


Perhaps as I profeſs to be a Theologiſt, it will be 
xpected that I offer ſome theological Remarks on 
he Apoſtle Paul's atteſtations ; and to gratify the 

Kader I will, for the Apoſtle's warrant for my pro- 

Uaune is unexceptionable and indiſputable. / the 

Ble depart let him depart, a brother or a ſiſter 
not in bondage in ſuch caſes. The Apoſtle Paul was 


x perſon of no inferior mould, he was maſter of lan- 


zuages, both human and divine he underſtood the 


w as well as the goſpel, and had bis tuition under 
Ompetent judge of the letter of the law. And in 


arance, that the deſerted perſon is not in bondage; 
ad if a Brother or Siſter is not in bondage in ſuch a 


ke the birth-right of the fir/t-born, it muſt be, or 
ot be; for, if a perſon is not.in bondage he mult be 
ee, It mult be done or undone ; the deſerted perſon 
zuſt be either in bondage or at liberty; and, accord- 
ng to my idea of the ſacred text, the. inſpired pen- 
man could not miſtake; for, if they are not in bond- 


age they muſt be at perfect liberty to marry again; 


and if the deſerted perſon was nat free in ſuch caſes, 
then the Apoſtle muſt be under a miſtake; and it 
would appear like a contradiction in terms, or like 
peaking of dark Sun-ſhine, or of a round Square, 
hich is contrary to the rules of right reaſon. 
I cannot help thinking, but there are many conlciencious, up- 
ht perſons, who will not ſcruple to acq: uieſce with my Remarks. 
admit it is a melencholy fituation, and it is what ought to be 
ayoided as much as poſſible, for it is a matter of the greateſt im- 
2. RES a | portance 
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amaliel, a Doctor of Law, therefore he muſt be a 
paſſage before me he ſpeaks with a poſitive aſ- 
ſe, they muſt be free, for there is no medium be- 


ween bondage and liberty: it is as much as if the 
poſtle had laid, the privilege of deſerted perſons is 
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